***************************

青谷正妥（あおたにまさやす）本人が15分+で書いたTOEFL iBTのWriting独立問題タイプの作文群です。Native speakerの添削付きです。
（約）15分間どんどん書いて、その後怪しいと思った物・箇所を辞書やネットでチェックし、誤りが有れば直します。Spell checkerも使っています。
それでも残っている誤りを、native speakerの横に座って、質問に答えて貰いながらinteractiveに直して貰います。

よって、下に示している誤りは、辞書やネットを使っても自力では見つけられなかった・直せなかった物です。（但し、時間の関係で、直しがかなり手薄な場合も有ります。これが本業ではないので。）

ところで、自分で誤りを直す過程で、語順を変えたり、副詞や形容詞を付け加えたり削ったり変えたりする事も良く有ります。流れを良くしたり、より慣用的にしたりする為です。そしてこれは、TOEFLの本番では、時間的な意味でも絶対に出来ない事です。青谷正妥（あおたにまさやす）はTOEFLの作文はCBT（iBTの前のバージョン）時代から満点ですが、それらは、この様な手を加えて居ないもっと粗野な物ばかりです。つまり、下の作文より遥かにレベルの低い物でも、十分に高得点は可能、多分満点すら可能と言う事ですね。神経過敏になられません様に。僕の英語はクソですが、TOEFLレベルの尺度で良ければきっと宝石です、これでもです。
何れにせよ、典型的な日本の受験勉強の産物からスタートした僕が、35年も勉強したのに未だ犯す誤り群。自分では、日本人には非常に役立つ珠玉の間違い集だと自負して居ます。
「恥部も患部も曝け出す！」青谷正妥（あおたにまさやす）の面目躍如たる教材です。

どうですかぁ、御客さん！！

尚、質問には答えません。

注：トピックだけが出て居る物は、未だ遣って居ないだけです。実際には300近くのトピックが有ります。

語数に付いて：TOEFLには2種類の作文が有り、ETSに依ると、一つは20分で150から225語、もう一つは30分で300語が目安です。以下の作文群は30分で300語タイプの物ですが、時間もスタミナも無いこの翁は15分バージョンにさせて貰って居ます。学生さんに出す宿題も15分バージョンでやって居ます。僕は出来るだけ15分で250語程度書こうとして居るのですが、失敗する事も多々有ります。そう言う場合には、時間が超過しても限（きり）まで書いて居ますので、悪しからず。
***************************
Legend

影の部分　青谷が疑問に思って居た部分。質問が有った部分。

赤の太字　僕の間違い。（赤くなって居るだけで、何も訂正が無い場合は、単にトル。）
青の太字　訂正及びsuggestions。
緑の太字　コメント等。
（注：売り物ではないので、首尾一貫して居ない場合も有りますが、読めば分ると思います。人員削減の中、そこまで時間を掛けられないと言うのが、現状です。これが仕事のメインではないし。でも、本当に役に立つと思いますよ！）
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Some parents try very hard to help their children become professional athletes. Soccer and baseball are just two of these examples. Do you think those children are lucky because they have dedicated parents or unlucky because they can not decide their careers themselves? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
131
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Success in life is determined by how satisfied one is. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
132
If you could make your computer do something new, what would it be? Use specific details to explain why it is desirable for you.
133
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? What a person can achieve in a lifetime is largely determined by the age of 40. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
134
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Even young children should be held responsible for their conduct, and proper punishment is in order when they fail to behave themselves. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
135
Some companies allow their employees to work from home via the Internet part of the time. Other companies prefer to have all the employees come to the office every day. Which of these two corporate policies do you think is better? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
136-A
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Losing is as meaningful as winning in life. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
136-B
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People play games to win rather than to have fun. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
136-C
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People can only exercise regularly if they are having fun. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
137
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? High schools should offer vocational training instead of academic subjects to those who are not college-bound. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
138
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? It is sometimes better to be in the second place than to win the race. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
139
What do you consider to be the most important tool for humans? Why is it more important than any other tool? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
140
Compare a letter written on a computer with a hand-written letter. Which do you prefer? Use reasons and specific examples to explain your choice.
141
If you could make one significant change to your university’s entrance examination, what would it be? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.
142
If you were asked to choose a gift for a retiring coworker, what would you choose? Why? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.
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In some countries, classes generally meet three times a week for one hour each. In other countries, a typical class meets only once a week for a longer period. Which do you think is more effective from an educational point of view? Why?
It depends on what subject and what type of a class it is.
Generally speaking, lecture-based courses such as mathematics and other sciences require intense concentration. For these classes, I prefer meeting more often for a shorter period. I cannot pace myself, but the lecturer determines the pace, and keeping up with the material presented one after another is quite demanding. I even hear that a typical human being can maintain a high level of concentration only for fifteen minutes in a stretch at a time/at a stretch （in a rowもまあOK。しかし、at a timeが良いそうです。） . Hence, it makes good sense to keep the meeting time short.

On the other hand, some classes involve group works （基本的にworkはtask等とは違って、複数形を濫（みだ）りに使う物ではない。） and/or class discussions. For these classes, it often takes time to get the ball rolling and begin to organize our thoughts. In the beginning, there is always some kind of brain storming brainstorming whether we intentionally hold a brain storming brainstorming session par per （ダイナミックにアホ… 正にドアホ！！） se or not. Towards the end of the session, it sometimes takes very long to achieve an agreement or reach a conclusion. I feel that one hour would be too short for this kind of activity.

In the third category are the classes that require creative activities such as painting and writing. Unlike typical lectures, where the lecturers know almost exactly how long it will take to cover what they want to cover, how long it will take you to hit upon a good idea or have a creative inspiration to start producing is completely unpredictable. I feel time pressure kills creativity, and we need a much longer session to be successful in a class of this kind. The tradeoff for having a longer session is meeting less frequently. However, we can be productive outside the classroom if we spend that time to prepare for the next meeting.

It is important to pick the right teaching/learning format depending on what class it is, but I feel most countries successfully address this issue through （byとかbased onではなくthrough。through their accumulated experienceだからです。） experience.
(15 minutes and 10 seconds, 318 words)
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Would you prefer a metal bookcase or a wooden bookcase? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
To me, the most important factors are functionality and durability followed by esthetics. And, my choice is a metal bookcase on all those accounts.

Metal bookcases provide more functionality. They only require the basic skeletal framework and tend to provide better adjustability in terms of shelf heights. This allows us to pack as many books as possible in into a given space. It is also easier to move them to different locations as one can take them apart more easily and thoroughly.

Secondly, metal bookcases are sturdier. 『Even though it may be true that there are no accountings for tastes there is no accounting for taste(s). （これは覚え間違いでした。諺・格言・故事成句の類は、100%その通りでないといけないので、難しいですね。特に高齢者には。） , I do not know of any worm that eats metal. Worms are』 （『』内ですが、諺等を使わないのであれば、単にTo my knowledge, worms do not eat metal. However, worms areとしても良い。） a big problem for wooden bookcases. One might say metals rust and corrode. However, modern technology has made it possible to let the surface oxidize and make a protective cover over the bulk of the metal. There are also good paints and gilding techniques available for further protection. At this point, one has to concede that worms for wooden bookcases are a much bigger problem.
In addition, metal bookcases are easier to clean because the surface is much smoother. And, speaking of smoothness, I even prefer the cool and modern appearance of metal bookcases with its smooth and, in some cases, shiny appearance.

Since I have so many reasons for preferring a metal bookcases, I would like to rather purchase it them even though it is they are generally more expensive.（この辺の単数・複数形の選択は青谷正妥（あおたにまさやす）が非常に苦手とする物です。一般論としての「リンゴが好き」は、I like apples.であって、I like an apple.ではありませんから、まあ言われてみればこうなんでしょうね、ここも。）
(15 minutes, 238 words)

145
Some believe mass emailing by corporations should be banned. Others find some of the information they receive to be useful and do not mind it. Which viewpoint do you agree with? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
In this essay I will limit my discussion to unsolicited email as I believe that is what is in question here. 

It depends largely on the type of corporation for me. Even if the corporation does not have my prior approval, if its business is related to education or technology in general, including computers, I do not mind receiving email advertisements. 

Many companies which target college professors are quite good at offering the kinds of （the kinds ofが居るかどうかが僕の質問でしたが、入れておいてこれで良いと言われました。）goods and services I would be interested in. Though I do not necessarily have time to check it all, I receive interesting and useful information daily in my inbox. 

As a matter of fact, I appreciate their efforts to tailor the content of their email to my needs, tastes, and interests. I do not have enough time to search and find those valuable pieces of information, and they are, in a way, doing that work for me. 

It is true that not all corporations are as conscientious as I might want them to be. But, if I do not like some an（anでsomeのニュアンス。A certainとかa givenも言ってはいけない訳ではない。勿論、a piece of email、an email message等と言わねばならず、emailは数えないと言う人も居る。）email, I can simply delete it in an instant. 

I oppose the idea of banning mass emailing altogether on these grounds.

Let them do the work of searching for what you need and offering them it to you! If a company is not smart enough to target the right population, their （itsでも良い。会社をどう捉えるかに依る。一つの法人。社員や役員の集合体。）customer base will be weak and shaky. I believe natural selection will weed out companies like that soon enough.

As long as we have a aはトル。a software packageならcountableである。（青谷注：実はSilicon Valley等では、many softwares等と言うネイティブスピーカーはかなり居る。Emailが最近はmany emails等と数えられるのと同じ。）good anti-virus software, most spam emails are only slightly inconvenient and annoying.

Mass emailing should not be banned as long as we can receive useful information at least on occasion.
(17 minutes, 279 words)
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Some people prefer sedentary activities such as reading for leisure, while others like physical activities better. Which type are you? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your choice.
I cannot categorically say I am either since I am a mixed type. I believe many, if not most, people are like me, but my preference changes depending on the situation.
As a college professor, I spend many hours daily in my office conducting research and preparing for my lectures. And, I feel an urge to move my body towards the end of the day. However, on a typical day I have so much work to do late into the evening that I cannot afford to get very tired. So, my favorite activity on a daily basis is just taking a walk. It provides a moderate exercise and a much needed diversion. Since it is not very strenuous, I get a chance to unwind myself トル（「文法的な問題は無いが、慣用ではない。学生さんならこれぐらい何の問題も無いが、貴方＝青谷正妥（あおたにまさやす）がこんな情け無い表現をしてはいけない。」がネイティブのコメント。） both physically and mentally.

However, on weekends, when I can afford to get very tired if I so wish, I prefer much more vigorous activities such as playing baseball and catching fish in the nearby river. Lest you should think catching fish is not strenuous, I am not talking about fishing with a rod and hook, but I actually wade into the river and catch fish with my net. 

On the other hand, I also enjoy a the （これは決定的にいけないです。高校時代に後ろから修飾されて限定されると言うか範囲が限られる場合はtheを付けると、確かに習って居ます。大人の学習に於ける文法を始めとするfocus on form(s)（＝言語形式の学習）の大切さを普段から唱導して居る青谷正妥（あおたにまさやす）ですが、これは英語力のその部分の退化です。普段から十分に気を付けて居るつもりですが、流暢さがある程度以上になると、往々にしてこう言う間違いが出て来ますねえ。『前車（前者に非ず）の覆（くつがえ）るは後車の戒め』です。） very sedentary activity of reading. One might think reading books is like an extension of my daily duties. However, I almost never get a chance to read novels and other non-academic books, and reading them is another great way to unwind. I particularly like novels and other literary works. I think this is partly because my father is in literature and I have it in my DNA（科学者としてはこれでもOKですが、慣用はI have it in my genes.です。）.
At any rate, I strongly feel that diversity is important even in getting diversion in leisure activities（diversityとget diversionである種の韻を踏んだつもりなのですが、実はdiversionには、軽い犯罪の場合に刑事罰や犯罪の記録を回避する事が出来るオプションの意味が有り、損害賠償やcommunity service等により、裁判を回避する事が出来る場合が有ります。これをget diversionと表現するので、そっちが気になって尋ねてみました。しかし、ネイティブはそれよりも、get diversionと言う表現、或いはdiversionと言う名詞自体をそれ程使いはしないと言う事実の方が気になった様で、こう直されました。ところで、for leisure activitiesとin leisure activitiesについても尋ねてみましたが、ここでのdiversityは多くの種類の物がleisure activitiesと言う一つのカテゴリーの中に在る感じなので、inにしたらと言われました。）.

(18 minutes, 283 words) >>15分で纏めようとして居るのですが、どうもテストではないと、気合が足りない様です。上述の如く、この18分には、直しの時間は入って居ません。
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You want to donate some money to your alma mater. Would you be more likely to specify the use of the fund or leave it to the school to decide? Use specific reasons and details to support your choice.
I would definitely specify how I want it to be used, and the reason is twofold.

First, my alma mater Kyoto University is a very large university with research and education encompassing all areas of the Humanities, Social Sciences, Natural Sciences, and Engineering. As such, any fund used for a general purpose general-purpose fund （間違いではないが、青の方がスマート） would become highly diluted, and the impact of such fund would be all but invisible. I would like my donation to be ear-marked for a specific purpose from the beginning, so that I can clearly see the difference it makes in the area of my choice. 
At this point, I am truly concerned about the declining popularity of pure science, which I hear is a general trend in developed countries. Therefore, I would like the school to spend my fund to advance and promote for the advancement and promotion of （間違いとまでは言わないが、青の方が良い。） pure science both in terms of research and education. 

Secondly, I am also very concerned about the seeming trend of Kyoto University’s （文法的にはどちらでも良い。しかし、多分所有格にしない方が良く使われる。）losing its uniqueness as an institution where free thinking and original research are greatly encouraged. Since this was the foundational philosophy of my alma mater, its loss means the loss of the their （これも間違いとは言わないがこちらが良いそうです。青谷正妥（あおたにまさやす）には良く分らないレベルです。しかし、こう言う直しを何度も経験する事から言語に於ける方向感覚を養って行くのが大切なのです。ところで、alma materですので、itsでも良いのですが、既にits lossとitsを一度使って居るので、多数の構成員の集まりと見て、theirにします。これくらい詳細に注意を払わなければ、21世紀に通用する英語力は身に付きません。） core strength. I feel that more and more faculty members are concerned about securing governmental and other external funding, and it is forcing them to be pragmatic rather than idealistic. However, if idealism cannot thrive in academia, it can not do so anywhere else.
I believe my idea of supporting pure science also helps would also help the good old idealism to prosper again just as it did in my undergraduate days at Kyoto University 35 years ago.

序に、大まかな一般論として、pure science（冠詞無し）、しかし、the pure sciences（冠詞有り）なのだそうです。青谷正妥（あおたにまさやす）は全く説明が出来ませんが、native speakersに尋ねても、後からこじつけた様な説明以外は聞けません。でも、それでいいのだ！
(19 minutes and 40 seconds, 265 words：どうしてもこんな時間になるので、次の148番では、無理に15分で書き終える事にしました。勿論、自分で出来る間違い直しの時間は入って居ません。)
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Some teachers believe that the most important function of a school is to teach the students how to get along with others. Do you agree or disagree with this view? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.
I agree that learning how to get along with others is one of the most important functions of a school. However, I do not think it is the single most important function. Instead, I believe there are at least three important functions of a school.

The first is to impart knowledge as well as to teach how to gain knowledge. The latter includes teaching students where to find necessary information and how to think by themselves to arrive at the necessary knowledge. Traditional classroom learning of academic subjects would contribute to this.
The second function is to develop the ability to get along with others as mentioned in the topic statement. Classroom environments provide a great opportunity for them to acquire this ability.
And, there is an important third. That is to teach how to use the knowledge and the thinking ability gained to realize what is right and what is wrong. In other words, it is to understand how humans should behave in an ethically and morally responsible manner.
If students could achieve the above three simultaneously and became become able to use their knowledge and thinking skills to behave in a socially responsible manner while maintaining a good relationship with others, one can could （青谷コメント：所謂時制の一致とは少し毛色が違いますが、感覚的には、その延長上なのかも知れません。） call it a very successful schooling education （”schooling”が駄目な訳ではないが、少なくとも北米ではeducationの方が良さそうである。）.
さて、事態はもっと複雑です。上の長い文ですが、couldを完全に止めて全部canにして、

If students can achieve the above three simultaneously and become able to use their knowledge and thinking skills to behave in a socially responsible manner while maintaining a good relationship with others, one can call it a very successful education.

でも良いし、更に、if節のcanやcouldを止めて

If students achieve the above three simultaneously and become able to use their knowledge and thinking skills to behave in a socially responsible manner while maintaining a good relationship with others, one can call it a very successful education.

としても良い。
「実際、日本人の作文には無くても良いcouldやwouldが多い気がする」そうです。

更に一言。

“a very successful schooling”の部分なのですが、schoolingなら単に”very successful schooling”とa無しで言いたいし、educationなら”a very successful education”とaを付けて言いたいが確信が無いとnative speakersの一人が言い出し、「では、ネットで調べてみよう」と言う事に成りました。一応aが付いた用例も色々有るのですが、nativeの直感としては”very successful schooling”（a無し）と”a very successful education”なのだそうです。”out of town”と”out of the house”とか、訳も無く片方は慣用的に冠詞無しと言うのは一杯有るので、驚くには当りませんが、nonnativeには本当に処置無しと言うレベルの難しさ・ややこしさですね。
以上。

(15 minutes, 210 words)
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Imagine that you have just inherited an old castle. How would you use this castle? Use specific details to explain your answer.
If the financial burden of keeping the castle is not prohibitive, I would like to live in that castle. I would convert a small part of the castle into a modern living quarters（a living quarterではなくて、living quartersは当り前らしいです。勝手に単複両方ともOKだと思って調べもしなかった僕の、完全な勘違い・覚え違いです。） and leave the rest untouched, so that I could walk around and admire the history as well as the physical beauty of the castle.

If the castle is of much value to the local community, I would also like to open the untouched sections to the public. It would be a great and easy way to be of service to the community, and I might even be able to convince the local government to help me maintain the castle（maintain the castleを移した方が良い。castleの後の,は読み易いので、残しては。）, both financially and by providing manpower, maintain the castle.

Speaking of maintenance, it might not be possible for me to keep it in good shape for myself. It might cost too much or the work could be overwhelming for one person. If such were the case, I would try to convince the local and/or the （間違いとは言えないが、直前のthe localとtheを共有させるべき。） state government to purchase it from me and do the maintenance for me. If it turns out the property tax is well beyond my ability to pay （正しいと言えば正しいのだが、well beyond my meansと言うより慣用的表現を覚えてはどうか。青谷注：ここでのmeansは大体手段や金の事。才能等の自己能力その物では、普通はない。） , I would even consider donating the castle in exchange for a promise to keep it well maintained.

Finally, as the very last resort, I am also aware that I have the option of relinquishing my right to inherit the castle if the inheritance tax is not manageable. I sincerely hope it would not come to this, but my ancestors should forgive me if I were （これは決定的に難しいやつです。過去形・仮定形でも理屈は通ってしまうからです。ネイティブスピーカーによると、前にshould forgive meとshouldが有るので、amを使いたい。若しwouldならwereと言う＊かも知れない＊そうです。） not rich enough as a result of an honest living despite years of hard work.
(16 minutes and 20 seconds, 271 words)
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Reading comic books is bad for children. Use specific details and examples to support your answer.
Reading comic books is both good and bad.

Needless to say, if it consumes too much of their time and leaves little time for other meaningful activities, comic books are harmful. On the other hand, if they truly enjoy comic books and it provides them with an opportunity to relax, reading them in moderation can be very beneficial.

It is true that comic book （comic storiesだけだと面白い（=comic）話全般になる。漫画の本の中の話なので、comic book storiesとする。） stories, especially the ones that feature violence and other undesirable behaviors such as drug abuse, can have a bad influence on the lives of some children. On the hand, however, it is also true that some children learn much from comic books with educational contents （目次以外では、contentsと複数にはしないと考えて大体良い。Topicsでも良いかも知れない。） such as history and science.

Advocates of reading regular books, and not comics, often cite the poor quality of the language they encounter in comic books as one reason. However, there are many comic books known for their instructional value precisely because of the quality and the expressiveness of the language in them.

While it is true that much can be gained by using imagination based solely on the text, there is no reason to believe doing the same aided both by the （青谷は本の中の文と絵と限定されるからtheだと思ったのですが、違うみたいです。こう言うのは場数を踏むしか無いのでしょうね。その反面、based solely on the textのtheはそのままです。僕と魚獲り・虫捕りに行く近所の子供達は「ええっ！おっちゃん何でここに居るて分ったん！？」と驚嘆しますが、僕はその場所を見たら分ります。そう言う感じ？） text and pictures is of lesser educational value.
I would like to conclude my argument by saying that what comics you choose, how you read them, and how much time you spend reading them are the important considerations here.

Happy selective reading! In moderation though.
(15 minutes and 30 seconds, 236 words)
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What was the most useful subject you have taken? Why is that subject useful? Use reasons and specific details to explain your answer.
The most useful subject I have taken was mathematics, and I have three reasons for this claim.

First, elementary mathematics gave me the necessary skills of calculating and estimating in my head. These are vital skills that make your life productive by allowing you to achieve more in a given time. Without proficiency in basic arithmetic, even the most trivial daily activities such as counting money and figuring out how much of what you need are very difficult and time consuming.

Secondly, only through mathematics could can （only through等と強調して居るのだし、そうでなくても、兎に角こう言う場合はより宣言的に書くべき。） one develop the ability to think precisely, logically, and abstractly. Mathematics is like nothing else in its rigor, logical completeness, and abstraction. Nowhere else does one encounter a situation where only 100% is acceptable. This strict environment provided by mathematics is admittedly very artificial. However, its abstractness, generality, and simplicity help one learn to grasp the essence of various things encountered in life. I strongly believe that this training has helped me crystallize my thought on so many occasions in the past.
Thirdly, there is a very practical and personal benefit of Mathematics. It is the fact that mathematics provides me with the means to make a living while having tremendous fun with it.

A subject that has given me this much and still continues to give me even more （continue to giveが慣用的。又、continue to giveの意味はeven moreを含み、意味が重複するので取る。） has to be regarded as the most useful, （comma , を入れても良い。無くても良い。）  at least for me.
(15 minutes, 228 words)
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Many wild creatures are decreasing in number around the world. Choose one such creature and explain why it needs to be saved. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.
I choose frogs. Frogs have been my favorites animals ever since I was very young. The fascination was instantaneous when I saw a frog for the first time in my life at the tender age of 5 months. So my father tells me. I was a grandpa’s kid, and he took me out for a frog hunt in the rice paddies quite often during the summer. It was one of my most cherished memories.
Hence, I have many emotional and sentimental reasons to save for wanting to save the frogs. However, that is by no means the only reason to do so for my choice （これも僕の勘違いなのですが、reasonsとかa reasonとかthe reasonとかいった場合には、for ~ingでした。尤も、皆さんはとっくに御存知だったかも知れません。僕の英和辞典を見ると、reason to do形ではreasonは常にuncountable（不可算名詞）で、I have good reason to suspect him.と言う例文が出て居ました。過去に僕から間違った指導を受けた学生の皆さん、ゴメンナサイ！！） . Let me describe a few from the very long list of good reasons.

The first reason is that a frog is frogs are extremely sensitive to pollutants. It They breathes both with its their lungs and skin. It is true that humans also breathe through the skin to some extent, but the oxygen intake through the skin is far more important for frogs. As a result, their skin has many gateways for oxygen intake which also allow the pollutants in the air and in water （inを取り、theをairとwaterの両方に掛ける。） to enter their bodies. Like the canary canaries miners took with them into the mines, frogs can signal the upcoming dangers to us. （この灰色の部分全体ですが、書いて居る時には意識しなかったのですが、後から読んでみると前半はa frogと単数形、後半ではfrogsと複数形になって居ました。ここでは数はどうでも良くて一般論なので、実は意味的にはどちらでも完璧に通用します。後から気付いたので尋ねてみると、これを読んでくれたnative speakerも同じ理由で気付かなかったと言います。Whether you say a frog or frogs, you are referring to that species in general terms. I guess that’s why I did not notice. But, now that you have mentioned it, I feel you should be consistent.と言う訳で、意味や文法には問題は無くても、内部的整合性（=internal consistency）を保つ為に、前半も複数形にしました。色々有りますねえ。日本語なら単に「カエルは」で済んだ筈なのに。）
Secondly, frogs are amphibious, and they are affected by both the airborne pollutants and those dissolved in water. They serve as a multipurpose gauge of the condition of our environment. Considering that there are only a limited number of amphibious species, their roles should never be underestimated.
Thirdly, they occupy a unique position in the food chain. They fill the gap between the insects and larger creatures, and they connect the aquatic and terrestrial environments due to their amphibious nature.

Frogs are truly important indicators of how healthy our habitat is. They deserve much more attention and protection than they are given （they are getting nowはどうかと尋ねてみました。文法学者でも語法の研究家でもないが、意味は兎も角、高校時代からgetは砕けた感じなのであまり使うなと言われ続けて居るそうです。） now.

(15 minutes 55 seconds, 302 words)
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Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Mathematics serves no useful purpose. Use specific reasons and examples to explain your answer.
It depends stronglyトル。（間違いとまでは言わないが、慣用としては要らない。意味は大体同じ様なもの。因みに、strong dependenceは多分有りだが、depends strongly/heavily onはあまり無いと思う。）on how you define “usefulness”. But, irrespective of the definition you adopt, a categorical statement like this is almost always wrong. And, I believe this one is no exception.

I will explain two important ways in which mathematics is indeed useful.

Let me first discuss how mathematics helps us build, prepare, and make the necessities and amenities of life. I would call it a direct contribution. Unlike engineering, it is true that you cannot always see the contributions mathematics makes with easeトル。（勿論、easilyの意味だが。無くても同じ様な意味になるので、寧ろ無い方が良いだろう。）. If you just look at the end products such as a bridges, food, a TV programs, and so on, you often fail to see how mathematics was used. However, as people often say, mathematics is a tool or a means to achieve an end, and only those who actually build a bridges, process food, and or make a TV programs can understand how it is used. Not being useful in an easily recognizable manner and being useless are two entirely different issues（thingsやproblemsと、どれが良いのか比較したかったのですが、それよりも全体を以下の様に書き直したらどうかと言われました。尤も、Not being usefulの文は、学者等には却って分り易いかも知れないそうです。）. Just because you can’t easily tell it’s useful, it doesn’t mean it’s useless.
Secondly, Mathematics （実は学問分野としての数学はmathematicsで、学科としての数学はMathematicsだと言われたので、再確認したかったのですが、このネイティブスピーカーは単に頭を抱えて居ました。）is also useful as an academic subject in an indirect way. It is a very effective way to learn how to analyze the situation objectively, think logically, and calculate the next move both literally and figuratively speaking（別にこのままで良い。）. Real life experiences are always a mixture of the subjective and the objective contents（強いて言うなら、経験はaspectsやdimensionsなのだそうです。でも、そう言うややこしいのは避けて、the subjective and the objectiveでどうかと言われました。経験にcontentsが使えると思って居たのは、単に青谷の勘違いでした。）, and the ability to extract the objective content latter cannot be fostered easily unless you study a subject like Mathematics. This level of abstraction and objectivity is only possible with mathematics, and it often helps us grasp the essence of real life experiences.
It is for these reasons that I firmly believe mathematics is very useful in its own unique ways（違和感は少し有っても、本当に様々な形が有るので、unique waysと複数にしたかったのですが、違和感が強過ぎて駄目な様です。）.

(18 minutes, 277 words)
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Bicycles are allowed on the sidewalk in many cities around the world. Do you think this is a good rule or a bad rule? Use specific reasons and details to support your position.
While it is true that bicycles are indeed allowed on the sidewalk in many cities, there are just as many cities where bicycles are banned on the sidewalk. I believe there are good reasons for this（OK。thisとthatとitのどれが良いか尋ねてみました。）.
First and foremost, sidewalks are for pedestrians, and they should be free from concerns about cars and other vehicles. I understand that sidewalks started in cities in Europe to protect pedestrians from carriages and horses. This history of protecting slow-moving pedestrians from other faster vehicles should be respected.

Turning our eyes to Japan, our society is now aging rapidly, and there are more and more senior citizens on the sidewalk. With much slower reflex, bicycles are too dangerous for older people to coexist in peace on a narrow sidewalk.（先ず、reflexではなくreflexes。更に、語順の関係でbicyclesのreflexesの様に読まれる恐れが有る。in peaceは戦争が無い感じも出て来るので、peacefully。以下の様な文の方が良い。）
Since older people have much slower reflexes, they cannot coexist peacefully with bicycles on narrow sidewalks.

I am a college professor, and young riders are now a serious threat （OK。ridersですし、serious threatsと律儀にしないといけないのか、尋ねました。）to the pedestrians around the campus. Many people get hit by bicycles, and there even are those who die in such accidents. Particularly unforgivable is the fact that most victims of the accidents involving bicycles on the sidewalk are either old people or children. No matter what the circumstance was, there could be （isにしようか等々悩んだのですが、これでもOK。但し、No matter what the circumstance is, there is no excuseの方が、より普通に言いそうらしいです。）no excuse for injuring children or elderly people（OK。elderly peopleは不細工なのではないかと、ふと思ったのです。）. This terrible situation could only be stopped by banning bicycles on the sidewalk.

Finally, riding a bicycle on the road is not only a good way to avoid the（何と言う間違い！青谷正妥（あおたにまさやす）の英語が未だにクソ・クズ・カスである証です。あ～あ…） accidents mentioned above, but it is also much faster and more comfortable.（こう直されたのですが、ちょっとだけ引っ掛かります。又尋ねてみます。） I always recommend riding a bicycle on the street to my students. Police statistics show that there are very few accidents involving bicycles on the road. If riding on the road is safer both for cyclists and pedestrians, faster, and more comfortable, there is no reason whatsoever to ride a bicycle on the sidewalk.

(19 minutes, 291 words) >> 済みません。夜中に書いたので疲れて居て、筆が進みませんでした。
